Date
Dear
I am writing to you today because I am very concerned about the lack of funding to animal shelters and rescue organizations across the Province through the BC Gaming Grant.

In 2009 the Government cut funding for many animal shelters resulting in great hardship. These animal shelters serve not only the animals but also the people in the community. They assist low income people with veterinarian care and spay/neuter programs.  They also take in pets that many seniors have to give up due to illness or if they have to move to a care facility or to an apartment where there is a no pet policy.  Adoptions are facilitated from the shelters to avoid overpopulation of free roaming animals and the spreading of diseases. They also rescue injured animals and care for them until they are ready to be adopted. 
All this work for the animals is primarily done by volunteers who care deeply for the animals. They spend countless hours cleaning, feeding, nursing and caring for them.  A good example of this is Canadian Animal Rescue and Extended Shelter (C.A.R.E.S.) who operate an independent, no-kill animal shelter in Langley handling and adopting 500 - 600 animals a year. They serve Langley, Cloverdale and Aldergrove. Their volunteers give over 3000 hours of free time a year but they have now lost their $43,000 yearly Gaming Grant representing 25% of their total budget.  The grant had assisted C.A.R.E.S. in paying for operating costs such veterinary expenses including spay/neuters and vaccinations, rent, supplies, medications, utilities and much more.
Due to the economic downturn, many people are leaving their animals behind when they are moving or are simply releasing them in rural areas, dumping them in parking lots or dumpsters or throwing them over bridge railings from moving cars – there are many examples of that.  Municipality funded animal shelters in the Langley area are full and have long waiting lists for surrendering animals. Organizations like C.A.R.E.S. provide a humane and safe haven for the animals ultimately serving the interests of the community; however they cannot continue to provide that service without funding.  
We need to keep funding animal rescue organizations as they provide a necessary and important service to the community. I urge you to reinstate funding for C.A.R.E.S. and other animal shelter and rescue organizations in the Province. 
Mahatma Gandhi said: “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated”
Can you please tell me what will be done to address my concerns? I am looking forward to your response. 

Yours truly,
