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OH, GIVE ME A HOME
LADY AND SCAMPER'S STORY

Submitted by Lauralee Porter, Adoptions Coordinator

Lady and Scamper’s story begins in the spring of 2006 when an employee of a nursery in South Langley
was delivering plants to a residence. While inside the home, she noticed a pathetic looking creature
sitting at the window looking in. She inquired about the creature and was told it was a cat the people
found at the dump but didn't really want themselves. The employee asked if she could take the cat and
the people readily agreed.

Once the cat was with her in the car, the rescuer noted that this poor little thing was very malnourished
(almost skeletal) and her coat was dull and matted. She determined that she would buy the little Persian
the very best food, nurse her back to health and then look for a home for her.

The weeks passed and “Lady” rapidly put on weight. It became evident to the rescuer that this weight
gain was not all because of the great food the cat was now eating. Lady was pregnant!

Sure enough, on March 2, 2006, Lady gave birth to four little
kittens. Sadly, not too long after their birth, one boy became
very sickly and passed away. She noted that another boy didn't
look too well either, but miraculously, he survived.

As the days passed, the 3 remaining kittens, Scamper, Licker and
Suzie, grew like weeds and in no time were romping around the
nursery. The employee noticed that Scamper, who had previously
been sickly, was not able to use his back legs properly and would
flop from side to side as he tried to keep up with his siblings.
She also noted that all the cats had spots on them where the fur was thinning out. The skin looked dry
and scaly. Mom and kids also started sneezing.




With Scamper’s condition being the way it was, and with these other issues popping up, the nursery
employee decided it might be best to call a shelter for help. She contacted C.A.R.E.S. who agreed to
take the little family in.

An assessment by the C.A.R.E.S. veterinarian confirmed that Lady and her children had Upper
Respiratory Infections and also Ringworm. Ringworm is an annoying fungal infection which affects the
hair, skin and nails. It is very contagious to other cats and it can also be passed to humans.

As for Scamper, the vet determined that he had a neurological disorder, most likely caused from having
distemper. His legs may get a bit stronger, but he would never walk normally.

Lady and her family had to be quarantined away from the main
shelter for over 8 weeks while they underwent the necessary
treatments (oral doses of Itraconazol and applications of
Immaverol to the skin) to cure the ringworm. They also received
doses of antibiotics to help with their sniffles.

One couldn't help but fall in love with this little family. Lady and
all of her kittens were not only gorgeous but all had such loveable
personalities. Scamper was not bothered in the least by his
affliction and he managed to mostly keep up with his brother and
sister while mom kept a watchful eye on him.

It seemed like forever, but finally all cats were given the green light to be adopted and we were thrilled
when Licker and Suzie found a home together! Then shortly thereafter, Lady and Scamper also found a
home together! Licker and Suzie, through no fault of their own, were returned to the shelter 6 months
later, but happily, both were readopted and are still living in loving homes.




All seemed right in the world until October, 2008, when C.AR.E.S. received a call from Lady and
Scamper’s owner. She said she needed to give up the cats as she was being evicted from her rental suite
due to having too many animals.

On the day Lady and Scamper arrived back at the shelter, 1 had to hold back my tears as they slowly
emerged from their carrying case. Lady's fur was matted and Scamper’s hind end was mostly bald! Both
cats were covered in fleas. I couldn't help but wonder if there was more to the story as to why the lady
was being evicted from her suite.

The cats were settled in and both received flea treatments. Lady was regularly brushed and all her
mats were cleared. Scamper’s fur began to grow back in and it started to take on its old shine again. 1
was happy to see that Scamper was stronger, and although still wobbly, he did not fall over as much as
he did when he was younger. Not too long after they arrived back at the shelter, a well intentioned
volunteer decided to take the two to her home. She later realized that it was too much to take in both
of them (she had other animals in her home) and sadly returned them.

Then in February, 2009, we were thrilled to re-adopt them to a
young lady who promised that she would give them their forever
home. Three months later, she called the shelter and said she
had to return them as she was moving to Montreal to complete a
Master's Degree. Not only did Lady and Scamper come back, but
they were accompanied by a third cat (an 8 month old unneutered
male named Blueberry) which the lady adopted from another
shelter!

As of this writing, Blueberry has found a home, but Lady and her
beloved son still wait to be adopted to a home that truly will keep them forever. Lady and Scamper have
forgiven the errors of humans and their lovely personalities have remained intact. They are close to
each other, cuddling together on their scratchy post at the adoption centre. They love catnip and they
go mad over Temptation Treats. Scamper is not daunted in the least by his affliction. With a look of
determination on his face, he keeps on trucking. He loves to explore any new environment he is in. Lady
likes to keep a watchful eye on him (and everyone else) from any lofty perch she can find. Both cats
enjoy attention, especially Lady who enjoys a good brushing. 1 pray that the cat God will once and for all,
find these two deserving souls a loving home that will keep them forever.




