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What a Trooper! – Trooper’s Story
by Linnea Kask and Lauralee Porter

Linnea:
At the group home (for mentally challenged adults) which I have been working
at for the past five years, a black cat started coming around every day. No one
seemed to own this cat so one of the residents at the home decided it would be
his cat and he would feed it a can of cat food each day. The cat wasn’t
neutered so it wasn’t allowed in the house. Bev, the house supervisor, had
hoped to get him neutered but it seemed like whenever she had the time, the
cat either wouldn’t be around or would play hard to catch. I felt so sorry for
the cat when he had to stay outside during the cold winter months. At least
Bev made sure that bedding was put down for him in the outside gazebo.

In late August 2009, I was working an evening shift when a man came to the front of the home and
asked if we had a cat. I explained that one of the residents in the home had been feeding a stray cat.
The man then told me that he had accidentally hit a cat with his truck. I went to see who it was and
unfortunately it was our poor stray boy lying motionless on the side of the road and I actually thought
he was dead. The gentleman said that he “wanted to do the right thing” by letting us know he hit the
cat. I thanked him and after he drove off, I called Bev to ask her what I should do. She advised me
that I might as well bury the cat.

To my surprise, when I went to pick him up, I saw that he was still alive! I brought him into the gazebo
and waited for Bev to arrive. She told me to take the cat to C.A.R.E.S. because she knew I volunteered
there. I raced to the shelter early in the morning and thank goodness our shelter assistant, Ginette,
was there to help me. She told me to take the cat to Dr. Bath at the Willowbrook
Veterinary Hospital and she called ahead to let the staff know I was coming. I
honestly thought the cat would have to be euthanized because it appeared to be
injured so badly on its head. Carol Briner, who came to take a look at him later
that morning, signed a form for euthanasia because she too thought that he
couldn’t be saved. Dr. Bath wanted to wait and give it a few days to see what
would happen when some of the swelling came down. I waited and hoped for the best.



Lauralee:
When I first saw the cat lying in his cage the day he was brought
into the vet, I thought “Oh dear, this doesn’t look good.” The cat
was being kept stable but not much else was happening with him.
It was a wait and see situation. If he made it through the next
day then there might be some hope. I checked in with the vet
the next day and was relieved to hear the cat had made it
through the night. He was even getting a bit more responsive
when the staff went to service his cage. Dr. Bath then
performed the 1st surgery a few days later. Fluid and puss were
drained from his head and his outer wound was cleaned up. Poor

Trooper had to wear a cone on his head for several weeks
afterward. Later, a 2nd surgery had to be performed to remove
the right ear canal as too much damage was done from the
trauma. Finally, a 3rd surgery was performed to crop the right
ear as the tissue near the end of the ear was dead. He was also
neutered at that time. He was such a trooper through it all and
that is how we named him Trooper. Trooper spent a good two
months at the vet (most of the time wearing a cone on his head)
but somehow he kept in good spirits. I think he was just happy to
have a roof over his head even though it was a cage at a vet’s
office!

Finally the day came when we were told he could come back to the shelter! We had a nice big cozy cubby
with its own scratchy post and cuddly bed all waiting for him for when he came. He took an instant liking
to his new digs too, purring all the while as he checked everything out. “Yes, this will do nicely” he
seemed to be saying as he happily settled in.

Well, as things turned out, we were not to be keeping Trooper at our shelter for very long. Unbeknownst
to us all, Trooper had been receiving a regular visitor when he was at the vet’s office. Rod Peet, the
uncle of Amanda who works at the vet’s office, had met Trooper and had taken a shine to him. Rod was
visiting Trooper several evenings per week during his recovery process. When Trooper was sent to the
shelter, Rod immediately called us, wanting to arrange times to come and see him. I asked Rod if he
might like to foster Trooper and in spite of having two cats of his own, Rod said yes!

As of this writing, Trooper is enjoying the comforts of his new home. Reports are that he has been a bit
naughty towards the other feline residents but he sure loves his foster dad! He is very grateful to not
have to spend another winter out in the cold. Thank you, Rod, for opening up your home to this deserving
fellow!

Linnea:
I want to thank Ginette and C.A.R.E.S. for helping me out. I feel very proud to be a volunteer for
C.A.R.E.S. I would also like to give a very special thank you to Dr. Bath of Willowbrook Vet for saving
Trooper’s life!



FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
By Carol Briner, Treasurer

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO
The fundraising committee is comprised of 10 persons who work tirelessly at raising the needed funds to fulfill the
C.A.R.E.S.’ mission, which is to rescue, shelter and find loving homes for stray, abandoned and unwanted cats.

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING
Walk A Thon
Our largest fund raising event continues to be the annual Walk A Thon. On September 20th, over 50 volunteers and
friends attended the C.A.R.E.S. annual “Cat Walk” at Derby Reach Park. This year we outdid ourselves with over
$13,000.00 collected in pledges!

All participants received thank you gifts but special prizes were
awarded to the persons who collected the most pledges:

Lauralee Porter $2,800.00
Anne Salomon $2,670.00
Lawana Quest $2,420.00

The biggest winners are the cats, as all the proceeds go entirely to the
care of the animals at the shelter. Our thanks go out to all the walkers,
the pledgers and the helpers who made this event possible.

Meat Draws
We continue to do our weekly meat draws at The Fort Neighbourhood Pub in Fort Langley and now also at Jimy
Mac’s Pub in Port Kells.

These draws have been very successful and the volunteers are enjoying meeting the wonderful people who are very
supportive of our work at the shelter and in the community. We always need more helpers so if you have a few
hours per month to spare, please call Donna at 604-308-5992.

DONATIONS OF SHARES
If you would like to help with a donation, we have a new idea for you. Why not consider donating publicly listed
securities to C.A.R.E.S.?

Donations of publicly listed securities, (shares, bonds or units of mutual fund trusts) to a registered charity like
C.A.R.E.S. are exempt from capital gains tax. In addition you will receive a charitable tax receipt for the full
market value of the donated securities

If you own securities that have appreciated significantly in value since they were purchased, it will likely be cost
effective for you to transfer the securities rather than sell the securities and make a cash donation. If you sell
the securities you have to pay capital gains tax. However, if you transfer the securities directly to the charity,
you do not pay any capital gains tax. Call our treasurer, Carol Briner, C.A. to obtain the appropriate forms to
execute the transfer. Carol’s number is 604 202 0713 or you can email her at ccbriner@shaw.ca. Please note: We
recommend that you talk to your Accountant about the benefits of donating securities to C.A.R.E.S.

We would like to thank Barbara Healey-Ogden who is our 1st contributor to this new program. Thank you, Barbara!



WHATS COMING UP

PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA

During the first 3 weekends in December, we will be taking pet
photos with Santa at the Langley Petsmart Store, between 11 am -
4 pm. Bring your favourite pet and have its photo taken with
Santa. You get 1 digital photo with decorative frame. The price
is $9.95. This fundraiser is fun and ½ of the proceeds go to
C.A.R.E.S. Thanks to Petsmart for holding this annual event. We
simply could not do what we do without the support of
organizations like Petsmart.

ANNUAL BOWLING NIGHT

We will be holding our annual fun bowling night on February
27, 2010 at Clover Lanes. No bowling experience is
necessary as this is a fun bowl. Bring a few friends, have
some laughs, win some prizes and eat some goodies.

There will be a 50/50 draw and lots of great silent auction
items to buy at bargain prices. Get your tickets now as this
usually is a sold out event. Call Carol 604 202 0713 or
Lauralee 604 328 5595. The cost of tickets is only $15.00
each, which includes 3 games of bowling, shoe rental,
goodies to eat and lots of door prizes.

If you would like to contribute a prize to the events, please call Carol 604 202 0713.

HARNESS RACING

Mark April 10th on your calendar!

We will be going to Fraser Downs, the harness racing track in Cloverdale, for an evening of
entertainment.

Dinner will be served - your choice of a Burger & Beer, Pulled Pork on Ciabatta or Beef Lasagna.

Plus…a 50/50 draw, Toonie Toss, Pick the Loser Game, Fraser Win 4 Game and a Silent Auction will
provide lots of fun. As well, one complimentary race program per couple will be given out.

Total cost for this fabulous, fun evening is only $25.00 per person. Call Carol 604 202 0713 or Donna at
604 308 5992 to get your tickets.


