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SIMON SAYS…
“FEED YOUR CAT RIGHT!”

In April 2008, a message was left on the CARES line by a woman pleading for financial aid to help her 2
year old cat Simon. Simon was at the Surrey Animal Hospital and was going to die if he wasn’t treated
quickly. Simon’s urinary tract was completely blocked by crystals and his bladder was full and nearly
bursting. Simon’s owner, a single mom, did not have the funds to pay for the life saving treatment.

It is not regular practice for CARES to donate funds to assist with vet bills as the shelter spends some
$5000.00 plus per month in vet care for its own inhabitants. The shelter does assist (as funds allow)
people who can’t afford to spay or neuter their cat.

It seemed a shame that such a beautiful young cat should loose his life over something that could be
treated. It bothered me so much that I picked up the phone and started calling people to “pass the hat
around” and collect money to help poor Simon. Within a few hours, we raised over $800.00 in personal
(and CARES pitched in too) pledges! I called the vet’s office and informed them of the money raised
and the vet in turn offered charitable rates for Simon’s care.

Simon’s treatment began. A catheter was inserted, an IV was hooked
up, and medications were administered. It took three weeks, but
finally Simon became unblocked and was able to go back home to his
family.

Regrettably, just two weeks after Simon went home, his owner noticed
him straining and crying as he stood in the litter box. CARES received
a call, and this time Simon was brought to the CARES’ vet and his
owner sadly surrendered him to us as she felt she could not continue
with his care.

Treatment began again to unblock poor Simon…..another catheter, another IV, and more medication. Two
weeks later, a much happier and more comfortable Simon was sent back to the shelter with antibiotics
and special diet instructions. Simon was monitored closely and as time went on, it appeared that this
time he would stay unblocked.



***So what was the cause of such a serious blockage for such a young cat like Simon? The culprit was a
steady diet (for 2 years) of Whiskas brand kibbles. Food brands such as Whiskas, Friskies and Meow
Mix (in kibble form) are notorious for causing urinary tract problems, especially in male cats. Feeding
cats brands like this is almost like people living on a steady diet of junk food. The nutritional value is
poor and eventually it will reek havoc on your health. (See article “What Should I Feed My Cat?” in this
newsletter.***

Not too long after Simon’s full recovery, a nice couple came to the shelter to look at cats. One of their
female cats (adopted from CARES) had recently passed away from diabetes and they wanted to find a
nice cat who would be good company for their remaining cat.

Simon was the one! An email received by CARES shortly after
Simon’s adoption confirmed it. Simon’s new mom wrote:

“Simon did not make strange at all. He checked out the house
the minute we brought him home & joined us in the family room
for the rest of the evening.

At the suggestion of you and our vet we are keeping him on a
steady diet of good quality food…..Hills C/D and he seems to like
it, but he just loves his wet food too!

Simon seems to love it here. He gets on very well with Abbey & they chase each other up & down the
hall. He has taken over the 6' cat tree, sometimes on top or in either of the 2 houses. He enjoys
flopping wherever he feels like it. He was the perfect choice!

Thanks so much for helping us to bring Simon home.”

Yours truly,
Brenda Scammell

Submitted By:
Lauralee Porter
Adoptions Coordinator

C.A.R.E.S. SHELTER STATISTICS

Adoptions 2008
January 41 June 30
February 36 July 26
March 32 August 45
April 19 September 42
May 37 October 50

Neuters and Spays
May through August 122



FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
By Carol Briner, Treasurer

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

We on the fundraising committee continue to raise funds to fulfill the C.A.R.E.S’. mission, which is to
rescue, shelter, and find loving homes for stray, abandoned and unwanted cats.

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING

On September 14th, we held our annual Walkathon at Derby Reach Park. It was a beautiful sunny day and
the walkers were out in full force. This year we raised a stunning $ 12,000!
Special thanks go to the volunteers who work hard preparing for this major event and also to this year’s
high pledge raisers: Lauralee Porter, Ginette Bourdeau, and Lawana Quest .

In October, we held our first pub night at the Clover Station Pub. Although there were a few technical
difficulties (ie: not able to use the PA system to announce the door prizes), we still raised over
$2000.00 and fun was had by all!

We continue to do weekly meat draws at the Duke of Wellington Neighbourhood Pub and the Fort
Neighbourhood Pub. The draws have been very successful and the volunteers have met many supportive
people at these events. If you would like to help on a meat draw, please call Donna at 604-308-5992.

WHAT’S COMING UP

Pet Photos with Santa will be held for the 1st 3 weekends in
December. Come by the Langley Petsmart store between 11am and
4pm and bring your favorite pet and have its photo taken with
Santa! Proceeds from this event help the homeless cats at the
CARES shelter

** The fundraising team would also like to thank the staff and management of Choices Market in South
Surrey. People take their recyclable bottles and cans there and designate CARES to be the recipient of
the funds. So far in 2008, $500.00 has been raised for the shelter through Choices. We owe a special
thanks to Ann Moser for collecting such a large portion of them! **







C.A.R.E.S. VOLUNTEERS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE.
Submitted by, Carol Briner, Volunteer Co-coordinator

All the good work that CARES accomplishes is due to the dedication of the volunteers who continue to
work for the cats. We are forever grateful to these people!

Currently, there are 8 volunteers on the board of directors who oversee the operations of the shelter.
Committees that the board has set up, assist in planning activities and in making decisions. These include
a fund raising committee, a building committee, and a medical committee.

Twelve volunteers work at the CARES adoption centre, located in the Langley Petsmart store. These
people have a very responsible job screening potential adopters for suitability, as well as educating them
on how to properly care for their new kitty.

There are also volunteers who foster cats in their homes. Most often the foster cats are mom cats with
their kittens, but there are times when cats with special needs will be taken to a foster home for extra
care and attention.

Last but not least are the shelter volunteers, 57 of them, who perform the necessary chores such as
feeding the cats, cleaning the shelter, socializing the cats and giving medications.

If you would like to volunteer, call Carol at 604-202-0713.

The Sunday Shelter Morning Crew

Back Row: Lisa (holding Scamper), Joanna, Angela
Front Row: Alana and Liz




