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ORANGEY’S ORDEAL

Since the fall of 2005, CARES has participated in a joint effort with several shelters in assisting cats in
need from remote communities like Bella Bella. This is the story of one very special soul who came down
in the summer of 2007. It is also the story of a very special volunteer who through a labour of love,
saved a life.

Orangey arrived on a Thursday in July. Her owner, a First Nations resident of Bella Bella, agreed to let
Big Heart Animal Rescue take the very pregnant cat down to Vancouver. The original plan was for
Orangey to have her kittens, get spayed and vaccinated, then return to her home in Bella Bella.

Big Heart sent out a message asking if any shelter had a foster home available for Orangey. CARES
responded to the call and that’s how Orangey came to the home of Carol Briner. Early Sunday morning,
Carol checked on Orangey before leaving to do a shift at the shelter. She appeared to be resting
comfortably and Carol left. Four hours later when Carol returned home, there was Orangey nestled in
her bed with 5 kittens suckling on her!

Orangey had a wonderful personality, very friendly and affectionate,
and she was also a very good mother to her 3 baby daughters and 2
baby sons.
One by one, Orangey’s kittens found homes. Even the little runty we
named Sunshine was adopted by a very special couple in Vancouver
who have a heart for “special” kitties. We were thrilled to say the
least!

The time was coming for Orangey to get spayed and we quietly dreaded the thought of her going back up
to Bella Bella. She was such a wonderful cat and we had no doubt we could place her in a really good
home. Then the call came. We were told that Orangey’s owner changed his mind and decided he did not
want her back. Would CARES keep her? You bet!

With great excitement a vet appointment was arranged and Orangey was spayed, vaccinated, health
checked…..all good to go! We couldn’t wait to get her up to the CARES adoption centre at the Petsmart
store. She would be adopted in no time….right? Wrong, that’s when the real ordeal began.



When Orangey was brought to Petsmart, the life seemed to go right out of her. She would lie in her
cage and wouldn’t come out unless you picked her up and brought her out. This went on for a few days
until it was decided she should be taken to the shelter and adopted out from there. She was
transferred to the “New Arrivals” room at the shelter. Surely she would do better here in the nice
spacious room with its many beds and scratchy posts to hang out on. Wrong. Orangey got worse. She
stayed in the corners and hissed at any other cats that came near her. She withdrew even further.
Then she got sick. It started out with URI (Upper Respiratory Infection), a common ailment shelters
are used to dealing with. A round of antibiotics usually does the trick and it seemed to do the trick with
Orangey too. She was then transferred to Harvey Pet Food and Supply store. Here, she would be the
store cat until she found a permanent home.
When Orangey arrived at Harvey, it was immediately obvious that she would do well there. She found
her bed and happily began purring and kneading! We were certain that this was the place where Orangey
would be adopted from. Wrong again!

A few days later we got a call from the concerned staff members at Harvey. Orangey was not doing
well. She was lying in her bed and not eating. She seemed lethargic. In a flash, CARES staff member
Ginette Bourdeau was at the store. She whisked the sick kitty up to the CARES vet where she was
initially diagnosed with Calicivirus. Orangey was unable to eat due to the pain caused by ulcers in her
mouth and throat. She was also dehydrated. She would need to stay at the vet’s office for treatment.
Orangey’s condition continued to deteriorate. She was once again depressed and it seemed like she just
wanted to give up. She became jaundiced as her liver count sky rocketed to over 1000!

Several days later when Carol came by the vet’s office, she was horrified to see the condition Orangey
was in. She was yellowy in colour and had lost a lot of weight.
This was nothing like the healthy, happy cat whom was at her home only a month before. Carol knew if
she didn’t do something now, Orangey wouldn’t survive. She spoke to the vet who was handling Orangey’s
case and insisted she be able to take the cat home and treat her there. After a bit of resistance, the
vet reluctantly agreed. Carol was given all the necessary medications and instructions on how to treat
her. And so began the labor of love.

When Carol arrived home with Orangey, the cat recognized her old “home” and immediately perked up.
There was hope. Carol settled Orangey in her spare guest room. A nice cozy bed awaited her with a nice
heating pad in it. Orangey weakly, but happily climbed in.

For the next several weeks Carol treated her patient. Day and night she would force feed Orangey little
meals every few hours. Then there were all the medications to give her…Zithromax, for the for the
respiratory infections, Zeniquin, Zentonil and Hepatamino pills for the liver, Fladgyl to control diarrhea,
and finally Mirpazatine which was for depression and stimulation of the appetite. Lastly, she had to
keep the cat hydrated. This was done by injecting saline fluids under the skin in between the shoulder
blades four times a day. Sometimes Carol would crawl into the bed at night with Orangey. The cat
would nestle herself up by Carol’s head and give her love bumps, purring all the while.



Slowly, Orangey got better. She began to eat on her own and her yellowish colouring began to fade and
she became “orangey” again. Her weight climbed and her fur began to take on its old shine. When Carol
brought Orangey back to the vet’s office for a re-check, the staff were thrilled and amazed at the
transformation! Her liver count was down and she was well on her way to full recovery! The vet
confirmed what we all knew….had Carol not taken this girl home, she would have died. Well, a few more
weeks of Carol’s TLC and a few more vet visits later, Orangey was given a clean bill of health. She was
ready for adoption…..and the best place for her to be adopted from?....why Carol’s home of course!

A big picture of Orangey was placed on the Adoption Room bulletin
board with her information. Her picture and bio were also placed on
the CARES website.
We waited and hoped that the perfect person would come along and
see Orangey…..and she did. Marilyn Laity, a lovely lady from
Walnut Grove saw Orangey’s photo at Petsmart. She wanted to
meet her right away….and when she did it was love at first sight!

What a perfect home for Orangey. Marilyn is retired and has lots
of time to spend with her and Orangey has Marilyn all to herself as there are no other cats in the home!
We have heard from Marilyn and she has reported how much she loves Orangey (who is now named Lou
Lou) and this deserving soul is being spoiled.
It was such a wonderful ending to a long ordeal ….and a real reward for Carol!

Lauralee Porter
Adoptions Coordinator

C.A.R.E.S. SHELTER STATISTICS

Adoptions 2007
January 45 July 40
February 24 August 53
March 17 September 40
April 18 October 50
May 26 November 45
June 12 December 38

Neuters and Spays
September, October, November December 147

In ancient times, cats were worshipped as gods.
They have never forgotten this.



FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
By Marian Haney, President and Carol Briner Treasurer

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO
The fundraising committee is comprised of 10 persons who are committed to raising funds to
fulfill the CARES’ mission which is to rescue, shelter and find loving homes for stray, abandoned
and unwanted cats.

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING

PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA

We had another successful year of pet photos at the Langley
Petsmart Store. “Santa” posed with over 200 cats and dogs and
helped to raise over $ 1000.00 for C.A.R.E.S.! We wish to thank
Petsmart, who contributes the space, a camera, the printer and
supplies for operations. We would also like to say thanks to all
the Santa’s and elves!

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH

On December 8, 2007, a brunch was held at the Milner Church as a small token of appreciation
for our valued volunteers. We currently have over 90 volunteers performing the necessary
tasks in caring for the cats and finding them homes. Without these volunteers, we would be
unable to continue to help cats like Orangey find new homes. Again a big THANK YOU to all
those who volunteer!

MEAT DRAWS AND POP BOTTLES

We continue to do two meats draws each week; Fridays at the Duke of Wellington
Neighbourhood Pub and Sundays at the Fort Neighbourhood Pub. Our thanks go out to the
staff and management of both pubs for allowing us to come to their establishments to do the
draws. They have been a great success!

If you would like to volunteer for this fun fundraiser, call Donna at 604-539-9936 (res) or 604
308 5992 (cell).

We have an on-going bottle drive for the kitties. Bottles and cans can be left at the shelter, or
dropped off at Harvey Pet Food and Supplies, # 15 20811 Fraser Hwy, Langley.



WHATS COMING UP

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Date : March 11, 2008
Time: 7:00 PM
Place: Milner Community Church – 216th Street near Glover Road

Please remember to mark this date on your calendar! It is crucial for our funding that we have
good membership attendance at the AGM. Please come!

We will have an interesting presentation about the shelter, as well as beverages, goodies and
prizes! Also, the board of directors for the 2008-2009 year will be selected.

ANNUAL GARAGE SALE

Date: June 14th & 15th

Time: 8 am to 3 pm
Place: 6030 188th Street, Cloverdale

Our annual garage sale will be held again at Carol Briner’s house. Donations gratefully accepted
and we ask that all donated items be clean, in working order and delivered to Carol’s house no
later than June 1st.

If you have questions or would like to assist with this event, call Carol at 604-574-1325 (res) or
604-202-0713 (cell).


