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A Tale of Two Kitties:
Miss Kitty

It was the worst of times for a young adult female cat in Aldergrove named Miss Kitty.
Her abusive owners, when not kicking her, would allow the unspayed cat to remain outdoors most of the
time. Kitty gave birth to litter after litter of kittens, many of which didn’t survive being born outside.

In May 2006, after finding yet another dead litter of kittens, concerned neighbour Audrey Fox decided to do
something about it. She called around to places to see if anyone would be able to assist in getting Miss Kitty
spayed as she knew the owners would never pay for it. C.A.R.E.S. agreed to help and Audrey managed to
coax her neighbours to allow a C.A.R.E.S. volunteer to come and pick up the cat.

Miss Kitty was brought to Brookswood Veterinary Hospital where it was found that she had a number of
issues. She had a bad case of ear mites, and her fur and skin were in very poor condition due to fleas and
poor nutrition. The cat also had a number of rotten teeth which needed to be extracted.

Over the next several weeks, Miss Kitty was spayed, had dental work, and was treated with medications and
special diets to help her with her ears, fur and skin problems.
She also received blood tests to check for feline aids and leukemia and she received vaccinations.

It broke our hearts that this beautiful creature with her beautiful blue
eyes could have been treated so badly by her owners. We hated to have
to return her back to such a place where she would not be cared for. The
only consolation we had was that she was now spayed and would not
have to go through birthing anymore.

Several months after Miss Kitty was returned to her home, C.A.R.E.S.
received another call from Audrey Fox. She was feeding Miss Kitty as her
nasty owners had up and moved and abandoned the cat! She asked if
C.A.R.E.S. would take Miss Kitty in. You bet we would!

So back to C.A.R.E.S Miss Kitty came. She was not a happy kitty at all and did not trust anyone! She would
hiss and smack at the volunteers if they tried to pet her.

They say that time heals and after several months Miss Kitty grew to trust us more and began (on her terms)
to return the affection that we had been trying to give her. She would actually start to come to you and rub
herself against you. She also began to allow you to pet her on her head for a little while before she would give
you a smack to tell you she’s had enough!
Overall, she was a much more content cat and I began to hope that just maybe, someone would come along
that would give this girl a chance in their home.



Big Sam

It was not the best of times either for an 8 year old, 26 pound male cat in Langley.

One night in February, 2008, for no particular reason, I stopped by the Willowbrook Animal Hospital. When I
arrived, Dr. Bath was standing over a very large Tupperware container. It was wrapped in some tape to hold
it shut and had some air holes punched into it. Some clients of Dr. Bath had just surrendered their cat to
him with the instruction to euthanize the cat for an aggression issue.

I asked the doctor I if would be allowed to view the cat and he agreed. When the lid came off my mouth
couldn’t help but fall open as I stared in amazement. This was the biggest domestic cat I had ever seen!
“Sam”, wide eyed and yowling, was very upset and traumatized. Thankfully, Dr. Bath managed to scruff him
and put him in a cage.

Dr. Bath related the story to me of what had happened at Sam’s home that day. Apparently the young
daughter got hold of the TV remote control and turned the TV on. The volume was on extremely loud and
Sam, who had been lying near the TV was frightened so badly by the sudden loud noise, that he launched
himself at the nearest thing….the young girl. The mother who had been cleaning in the next room came
running at the sound of the little girls screams. She had to beat Sam off her daughter with a broom! Sam
ran from the room into the bedroom and cowered under the bed while mom grabbed up her daughter and
tended to the wounds on her arms.

When dad got home, he was told of the incident and it was decided that Sam would have to go as they
couldn’t take the chance that such a thing could happen again. They thought that their only option was to
have Sam euthanized.

I really wanted to give Sam a chance and I sensed Dr. Bath did too. It’s
always hard to have to put down a perfectly healthy cat. At C.A.R.E.S. we
have worked with aggression issues in cats and as I petted the slightly calmer
Sam I told Dr. Bath that C.A.R.E.S. would take the cat if the owners would
agree. A call was placed to Sam’s owners and I was allowed to talk to them
and tell them about C.A.R.E.S. A tearful but relieved lady consented to let
me take Sam and I silently prayed that we were doing the right thing.

At the shelter, Sam was housed in a nice spacious cubby where he had a
front row seat to all the goings on at the shelter. He had his own ‘prince” bed
that his owners sent along and a nice scratchy post to hang out on. We
worked on getting to know him and learned what things he liked (Temptation Treats!) and what things were
stressors to him (brooms, towels, sudden movements, loud noises, and certain other cats). Sam was larger
than every other cat at the shelter and many of them were afraid of him and he knew it too!

It was lonely for Sam as he always had to be kept on his own. He would sometimes cry to us to come and let
him out of his cubby. We would let him stroll around the shelter on his own as much as we could and he
would actually come and jump on some of our laps when we sat down. Sam had a real affectionate side to
him and I felt that if we could find just the right situation for him (a nice quiet, adult oriented home), he just
might do okay. We couldn’t keep him in his cubby indefinitely….it just wasn’t fair to the big fellow. We held
out hope that someone would see this beautiful creature and give him the opportunity to have a home again.

Oh Happy Day

At the beginning of May, Becki, one of our shelter volunteers announced to me that she was finally moving
into an apartment where she could have cats. She had her eye on not one, but two cats at the shelter that
she would like to give a home to…..Miss Kitty and Big Sam! On May 25th, I had the pleasure of transporting
the cats to Becki’s home and then had the thrill of reading her emails reporting on the cats. Here are some of
Becki’s comments.



On May 26th she wrote:

Hi Lauralee:
I thought I would make your day by sending you a quick update.
As soon as you left yesterday, I went in to check on Miss Kitty. She was up on the shelf in my closet so I
stood on a chair to be at eye level with her. As soon as I started to talk to her, she started to purr and knead
the blanket, so I petted her and SHE LET ME!
She soon came down from her shelf and investigated the rest of the apartment.

If I didn’t know better, I’d say you switched cats on me – the difference in her is like night and day. We’ve had
several cuddle sessions and right now she’s sitting under my desk with her head resting on my feet. Both of
them have settled in like they were born to be here!

Then on June 3rd Becki wrote:

I’ve still been getting my daily scratches from Miss Kitty but, for the most part, she is a completely different
cat. When I’m laying on the couch reading, she curls up on my chest and purrs. She has been following me
around like a puppy dog for the last few days (she even follows me into the bathroom). Both she and Sam
have been sleeping on my bed with me.

Thank you Becki for giving these deserving creatures a wonderful, loving home!

Submitted by,
Lauralee Porter
Adoptions Coordinator

C.A.R.E.S. SHELTER STATISTICS

Adoptions 2008
January 41 February 36
March 32 April 19
May 37 June 35

Neuters and Spays
January through April 106
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