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IN THE NICK OF TIME -
SOPHIE’S STORY

Shortly after she moved in to her new townhome in Maple Ridge, Krista MacDonald noticed a
young female cat hanging around a lot. She was told by other tenants in the complex that the
people who lived there before her just moved and abandoned their cat. No one seemed to have
the heart to take the poor thing to the SPCA so people were pitching
in and feeding her but not allowing her into their homes.

The little cat was very sweet and friendly and welcomed any
attention that anyone would give her. She longed to have a home
again. A month passed and Krista noticed that this little gal wasn’t
so little anymore. Her stomach was getting bigger and bloating out.
It was obvious that this gal was going to be a mom very soon!

In early May of this year, Krista decided one day at work to mention the situation to me. By
the sounds of what she was describing, I feared the cat was about to give birth at anytime. I
earnestly told her to bring the cat to work the next day (a Friday) if she could. I would bring
all the necessary supplies to keep the cat comfy at our office for the day.

At 8:00 am the next morning, Krista arrived at work carrying a box. The staff all eagerly
gathered around and watched as a sweet dear soul emerged when the box was opened. Everyone
immediately fell in love with this little doll.

It didn’t take long for the cat to make herself at home and she joyfully lapped up all the
attention and affection she was getting. She quickly found her litter box, bed and food bowls in
my office and happily plopped herself down in front of her things.

The ladies in the office all decided that the cat should have a name. “Sophie” just seemed to
suit her and she actually seemed to respond to her new name!



Well, throughout the day Sophie made her rounds to all the staff. She would stop by each
person’s cubicle and just hang out. One thing which was very evident was that Sophie was doing
the “nesting” thing. I began to worry that she just might go into labor at the office!

Terri Kaushakis, our Credit Manager, quickly got on the phone with a good friend she knew of
who used to do some fostering of animals for another shelter. Would she be able to take in this
needy girl on short notice? Yes, came the reply, Sophie could come to Jodi’s place. Yippee!

We all said goodbye as Terri and Sophie went off together. Sophie was going to live in
Richmond for a couple of months while she had her babies. I couldn’t wait for Monday to come
as I hoped to hear good news.

Well sure enough, the news came. Terri reported to us on
Monday morning that Sophie gave birth to 3 kittens in the early
hours of Saturday morning in Jodi’s bedroom closet! Mom and
her tots (who all looked just like her) were doing very well.

Happily, Sophie and her kittens were later placed in loving homes
selected by the C.A.R.E.S. adoption volunteers.
************************************************************************************
If it were not for the efforts of caring people like Krista MacDonald and Terri Kaushakis, and if
it were not for the existence of places like the C.A.R.E.S. shelter, Sophie’s kittens most likely
would have been born under some bushes somewhere. If they survived, they would have turned
wild; if they hadn’t had human contact in their first few crucial months of life. Even worse, if
they did survive, they would be susceptible to all kinds of perils and could expect to have a
shorter life span filled with fear of humans. Sophie herself, if not rescued, could have
continuously given birth to at least 3 litters of kittens per year!

Sophie’s story has a few messages for us all. The first is to spay your pets. There just aren’t
enough homes available for all of the animals in need. Shelters are filled with animals waiting
for homes. Every time you allow your pet to have kittens, it lessens the chances for the already
homeless animals to find homes again.

The second message is don’t abandon your pets! Be responsible. Do everything you can to find
them a new home if you can’t keep them, even if it means taking them to a shelter. Don’t just
leave them outside…especially if they are not spayed!

In spite of her irresponsible owners, Sophie’s story had a happy ending. She and her kittens
were lucky. So many animals are not as fortunate. It is my continued hope that more people will
become responsible pet owners.

Submitted by Lauralee Porter
Intake/Adoptions Coordinator





FUNDRAISING AND EVENTS
By Marian Haney, President and Carol Briner, Treasurer

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO
We on the Fundraising Committee continue to raise funds to fulfill C.A.R.E.S.’ mission which is to
rescue, shelter and find loving homes for stray, abandoned and unwanted cats.

WHAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING

Meat draws
We continue to do weekly meat draws at the Duke of Wellington Neighborhood Pub and the Fort
Neighborhood Pub. The draws have been very successful and the volunteers are enjoying
meeting so many wonderful people who are very supportive of our work at the shelter and in the
community. We are in need of some helpers for the Sunday afternoon draw at the Fort Langley
Pub. If you are able to help, please call Donna at 604-308-5992.

Van City Savings contest
We wish to thank Diane Louie for writing to Van City Savings and entering our name into the
Change Everything contest. The winner of this contest will receive $1000! Diane also arranged
a meeting with the Walnut Grove Branch Manager and a community funding representative at
which we found out more about making a grant application.

Private Donations
In the past month we have been receiving some large private donations. We wish to extend our
heartfelt thanks to these special people who continue to support our work.

2007 Walk-a-thon a huge Success!
Our largest fund raising event continues to be the annual Walk A Thon. On September 23,
2007, over 40 volunteers and friends attended the C.A.R.E.S. Annual “Cat Walk” at Derby Reach
Park. This year we outdid ourselves and collected over $11,000.00 in pledges!

All participants received thank you gifts but special prizes were awarded to the persons who
collected the most pledges: Lauralee Porter ($2650.00), Lawana Quest ($1510.00) and Ginette
Bourdeau ($840.00).

The biggest winners are the cats, as all the proceeds go
entirely to the care of the animals at the shelter. A big thank
you to all the walkers and to all the volunteers who make this
event a success!



Bottle Drive for the Cats

We are having an on-going bottle drive for the cats! Drop your bottles and cans off at Harvey
Pet Food and Supplies, # 15 20811 Fraser Hwy, Langley, (or at the shelter if you are a shelter
volunteer). While at Harvey’s you can visit with the on-site cat (from C.A.R.E.S.) or talk to Sara
Harvey and her staff about their feeder program for good quality pet foods………..when you buy
10 bags you get the 11th bag free!

WHATS COMING UP

Pet Photos with Santa
During the first 3 weekends in December, we will be taking
pet photos with Santa at the Langley Petsmart Store, between
11 am - 4 pm. Bring your favourite pet and have its photo taken
with Santa! You get 2 digital photos with decorative frames.
Discount price when you use your Pet Perks card. This fundraiser
is so much fun and ½ the proceeds go to helping the homeless
animals. Thanks to Petsmart for holding this annual event. We simply
could not do what we do without the support of organizations like Petsmart!

Annual Bowling Night
Mark February 16, 2008 on your calendar! We will be holding our annual fun bowling night at
Clover Lanes. No bowling experience is necessary, as this is a fun bowl. Bring a few friends,
have some laughs, win some prizes and eat some goodies.

There will be a 50/50 draw and lots of great silent auction items
to buy at bargain prices! Get your tickets now, as this should be
a SELL OUT EVENT. Call Carol 604 202 0713 or Marian at 604
534 0825 for tickets. The cost of tickets is only $ 15.00 each
which includes shoe rental, 3 games of bowling, goodies to eat
and lots of door prizes.

If you would like to contribute a prize to the event, please call
Marian at 604-534-0825.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?

December 31, 2007 is approaching fast! You can help by making a tax deductable donation to
C.A.R.E.S. It is easy to make a donation. Simply log on to www.langelyC.A.R.E.S.com and make a
contribution using your PayPal account or your credit card. Alternately, you can use the page on
the back of this newsletter and mail us a donation. Thanks for your support!


