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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
In 2014, we continued to make great strides in many areas due to the support of our dedicated volunteers and
financial supporters, without whom we could not continue. Our volunteers contribute over 100 combined hours per
week at the shelter and at our adoption centre, located in the Langley PetSmart store. Other volunteers contribute
time on fundraising, websites, newsletters and administrative duties. Thanks to our continued partnership with
PetSmart, we found wonderful new homes for 383 cats and kittens in 2014. Our shelter staff, our volunteers and our
vet, Dr. Bath of the Willowbrook Animal Hospital, continue to work together in providing loving care for our animals.
As you all know, our partnership with Royal Canin continues to provide free quality food – a savings of thousands of
dollars to the shelter. In December of 2014, Royal Canin initiated a marketing program in which we earn points to
“pay” for the food they give us. We do this by creating a Royal Canin presence at events and at meat draws, and
send pictures of these events to them. Royal Canin also provides educational courses on their website. After
registering online, we receive points for each course taken. Thanks to Caroll Giesbrecht for being in charge of this
very important program.
During the year, the outside runs were finished. With the help from Gauvin 2000 Construction Ltd., Joann and Robert
Novak, 10 employees from Gauvin 2000 Construction, one young son of a Gauvin employee, Joann Novak and Donna
Healey-Ogden, the inside runs were modified to provide access to the outside runs. In preparation, the runs involved
were emptied of cats, who were then housed with various volunteers. Lauralee Porter coordinated the cat move,
and Carol Briner, Tracy Lockett and many volunteers spent a day cleaning up and making the shelter habitable again
for the kitties.
In May of 2014, Price Waterhouse cleaned the shelter from top to bottom, i.e., walls, baseboards, cupboards, etc. A
couple of them even started weeding outside . . . in the pouring rain! Volunteers Carol, Clive, Tracy and Donna were
there to lend a hand and elbow grease. In September of 2014, Price Waterhouse sent Cherie Wiffen, Preeti Toor and
Stephanie Hampson to us where, alongside of volunteers Clive Ellis and Donna Healey-Ogden, they attacked the
blackberry bushes and removed the plants alongside the front of the shelter. They also weeded the flower beds in
front of the trailer. It was a lot of hard, physical work done by PwC and C.A.R.E.S.
In October of 2014, volunteer Carol Briner, along with volunteer Alison Burton and her Deloitte co-workers, painted
the inside of the shelter. It was the final sprucing up for the year and our new runs were finally finished.
The quality, compassion and dedication of our C.A.R.E.S. volunteers continue to help the shelter and kitties. I
dedicate this Annual Report to you all and hope you feel pride in what you have done and what you do. I thank the
Board of Directors for their support: Carol Briner, Clive Ellis, Elaine Taschuk, Marian Haney, Chris Kasdorf, Chris
Briner, Lisa MacDonald, Joann Novak, and Cynthia Kereluk. It’s through their decisions and discussions that C.A.R.E.S.
stays strong and flourishes.
I thank the Fundraising Committee: Carol Briner, Clive Ellis, Marian Haney, Chris Briner and Alison Burton for their
hard work, continuous labour and ideas that keep the money coming in. I thank Carol Briner, our treasurer and
humble servant, for her sense of business know-how in keeping our Society solvent. Here’s to the Canadian Animal
Rescue & Extended Shelter Society and us all! May we continue to flourish.
Hugs! Donna Healey-Ogden, President
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OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS
One of the best ways to advance the rights of animals is by continuing to support
animal rescue groups. These groups are working to change hearts, minds and
policies in favor of animal welfare. We cannot continue to do this without the
help of others. To this end I wish to thank those who continue to support us.
Individual supporters - At the heart of our organization are the individual
supporters whose love for the animals drives them to pledge financial support to
our organization. They are: Cynthia Kereluk and Paul Rodgers, Ruth and Ray
Wesenberg, Cheryl Larson, Barb Sewell, Pat and Clive Ellis, Lauralee Porter, Bonnie
Tse, Jim Weir and Linda Davis, Joann Novak, Diane Anthony, Sheila Wheeler,
Kathleen Dell, Sherry Chimiuk, Marian Haney, Marlene Mackenzie, Hans Sprinter, Sylvia Gray, Jean Crowhurst,
Jeanne Stickley, Carole and Bill Giesbrecht, and so many others. Their ongoing support helps us to continue to
provide aide to the homeless cats which need us.

Ruth and Ray Wesenberg

Cynthia Kereluk and Paul Rodgers

Muriel Chimiuk

Corporate supporters - We received $ 1000.00 from the Langley Real Canadian Superstore and their employees in
memory of Muriel Chimiuk, a volunteer and friend of the animals who passed away in late 2013 in a house fire.
What a wonderful and fitting tribute to a very special lady.
We are continually grateful to the following organizations:
PetSmart – who allow us to use space in their store for our adoption center and assists us financially with a donation
for each cat adopted
Royal Canin – who provide all the dry food to C.A.R.E.S. under their shelter feeding program. They also provide each
person who adopts a cat with free food and coupons. Royal Canin produces a quality product and we are lucky to
have their support.
City and Township of Langley – for grants awarded to us for shelter improvements.
Canadian Tire Langley – for allowing us to be the benefactor of one month’s Canadian Tire money, donated by their
customers.
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OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS continued
Provincial Employees Community Services Fund – who donate quarterly to C.A.R.E.S.
Langley Heritage Society – who provides shelter facilities to us at a very reasonable rent and for donating one
month’s rent back to us each year.
Jimy Mac’s Pub - for allowing us to hold weekly meat draws at their establishment.
Telus – for their employees’ charity giving plan.
We give special thanks this year to the volunteers of Gauvin 2000 Construction Ltd. and Deloitte and PwC, chartered
accountants, three companies that have programs which emphasize the importance of giving back to the
community. These firms give employees a day off to come and volunteer. They spend a day helping with gardening,
cleaning and painting and anything else that is needed to help our shelter look its best. Kudos to the carpenters and
accountants!
Bequests - In 2014, we received a generous bequest. Bequests are a great way to leave a legacy of love to continue
to help the homeless animals in the community.
In addition, your estate will receive a tax deductible donation receipt, as C.A.R.E.S. is a registered charity.
Should you wish to leave a legacy to the animals, here is information that will be of assistance to your lawyer.
Full legal name: Canadian Animal Rescue & Extended Shelter Society
Canada Revenue Agency Charitable Registration No 891350274 RR0001
Mailing Address: Box 290, Suite 505 - 8840 210 Street, Langley BC V1M 2Y2
Contact: Carol Briner, CPA CA, 604-202-0713 Email: donations@carescatshelter.com

Once again, on behalf of C.A.R.E.S. and the kitties, thank you all for your continued support!
Carol Briner, Treasurer
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FUNDRAISING & EVENTS
Fundraising remains one of our most prominent endeavours at C.A.R.E.S., as with all charities, and it is
thanks to you, our members, volunteers and other generous benefactors that enable us to improve our
facility as well as looking after an ever increasing kitty family.
The Fundraising Committee continues to meet monthly, discussing existing events for the year. It is
incumbent on us to ensure that all the monies raised are spent wisely and effectively.
In 2014, we held 4 Adoptathon weekends, where people could come to the PetSmart store in Langley and
give a new loving home to one of our cats. This year, we adopted out 383 cats from the shelter.
We continue with the Meat Draws, the Annual Fun Family Bowling Night, Walkathon and our newest
event, the Plant Sale.
One of our major objectives - the Trap Neuter and Release program continues, meeting an ever increasing
demand in the Fraser Valley and beyond.
Our Website and Facebook are both functioning well and we encourage you to check them out regularly.
We keep updating them with any fresh news or events. Many thanks to Lisa Arsenault for handling this.
Public Relations are becoming a larger part of Fundraising and we have had several articles in the Langley
Advance and Surrey Leader in 2014. Our corporate relations with PetSmart in Langley, Cedar Rim Nursery,
Royal Canin Foods and Canadian Tire all help us tremendously.
We held four Impact Days in 2014, where teams from Gauvin 2000 Construction Ltd., Price Waterhouse
and Deloitte came and did maintenance to our shelter and grounds, together with some of our board and
volunteers - four productive, fun filled days! Thank you to all.
Last year we introduced a Plant Sale, held at PetSmart in Langley, which was a great success - be sure to
come out to our next one on May 9th & 10th!
As always, fundraising is about PEOPLE...the Committee who works as a marvelous team together (Clive
Ellis, Carol Briner, Marian Haney, Caroll Giesbrecht, Chris Briner, Allison Burton and Donna Healey-Ogden),
the countless volunteers who give so freely of their time every week and the generous donors, members
and supporters like yourselves, who make C.A.R.E.S. work and grow each year.
TO each and every one of you - and FROM each and every one of our kitty family, a big Thank You!

Clive Ellis
Fundraising Chair
Public Relations
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FUNDRAISING & EVENTS continued

2014 Walkathon

Gauvin 2000 Construction Ltd. 2014

Price Waterhouse 2014

Deloitte 2014
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OUR VOLUNTEERS
There are countless non-profit organizations that start out with a really great idea or vision, (someone seeing there is
a need for something) and most often that idea is to have a positive impact on a community or even the world.
Behind every successful organization there is someone or a group of persons who are very passionate about their
cause. C.A.R.E.S. has been no exception to this.
In 1993, a small group of people saw a need to help stray, abandoned and unwanted cats in the Langley community.
Under the vision and leadership of our founder, Wilf Longfoot, this group of people set out to do whatever they
could to help the animals in need. Now some 20 years later, C.A.R.E.S. has 80+ caring volunteers putting in an excess
of 9000 hours of their time each year. We are very thankful that we have so many people who are dedicated to
helping the animals within our community.
We have a Board of Directors handing administration, a fundraising and events committee, volunteers who are
cleaning and caring for the cats at the shelter, volunteers who are fostering cats and kittens in their homes,
volunteers who are handling communications via our website and newsletters, and volunteers who work in the
adoption center finding homes for the cats.
One special lady of note is Tracy Lockett. Tracy, a former Care Aid with Langley Hospital, started volunteering with
C.A.R.E.S. in 2011 when she joined the Wednesday morning crew helping to clean the shelter and feed the kitties.
Tracy would almost always stay behind after the shift to socialize with the cats and give them brushes. Tracy was an
excellent worker (still is!) and she would always ask you if there was anything more she could do to help.
In the four years that Tracy has volunteered with C.A.R.E.S., she has helped in just about every facet of our
organization. From pushing brooms to doing adoptions, helping at or attending many fundraising events such as
meat draws, walkathons, adoptathons and pub nights, and
assisting with medical care of the cats, you name it, Tracy
has done it! Tracy even braved taking home one of our
feisty older cats named Nikita to foster. Nikita, who used to
attack Tracy and her teammates at the shelter, has now
become a “mommy’s girl” who loves to curl up next to
Tracy in her bed at night. Tracy has also helped greatly with
shelter improvements. One time, she even recruited her
brother David, who was visiting from Calgary, to help her
with putting in some nice tiling behind the main shelter and
hospital area sinks.
Tracy, we cannot thank you enough for your caring and dedication. It is people like you that help C.A.R.E.S. to fulfill
its mission and to continue being the successful organization it is today.
Submitted by
Donna Healey-Ogden
President
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BONNIE’S STORY
“My Bonnie lies over the ocean
My Bonnie lies over the sea
My Bonnie lies over the ocean
Oh bring back my Bonnie to me”
Most of us remember this little tune from our younger days. It’s thought to be about Bonnie Prince Charlie of
Scotland when he had to go into exile in France after being defeated in battle when he tried to restore the Stuarts
to the English throne. The Scots sang the song to remind themselves that they had a rightful king who wasn’t with
them.
At C.A.R.E.S. we have our own tale about a different character, named Bonnie. This Bonnie also crossed an ocean,
well, the Strait of Georgia, and eventually came to C.A.R.E.S. Here’s more of her story:
In early February, we received a call from Bonnie Henry about a cat in serious need of help. Bonnie and her family
have helped C.A.R.E.S. on many occasions with fostering mom cats with kittens and special needs cats.
Bonnie and family operate a business in which they help with the recycle and disposal of old cement poles used by
BC Hydro. The old poles are removed and left on the sides of the roads for pickup by Bonnie’s company. The latest
shipment of poles had come from Vancouver Island.
Shortly after the arrival of the poles to their yard, one of Bonnie’s employees
heard the cries of a cat coming from inside one of them! She frantically
looked inside each pole until she found the one where the sounds were
coming from. Inside, wide eyed, scared and crying was a little black cat.
Tiffany noted that at each end of the pole were big steel bolts which were
obstructing the cat’s escape from the pole. It was very unusual that these
bolts were there because all steel is supposed to be removed from the poles
before they are picked up for recycling.
How the cat got in was a mystery, but they had to get it out. Tiffany and
others worked at removing the steel bolts and when done, they encouraged
the frightened little creature to come out. Unfortunately being in a scared
state, when the cat saw the opening it bolted out and scrambled off. Tiffany knew she had to do something to
catch the cat otherwise it would surely die out in the cold. She managed to set up a live trap with food it in and in
just a day or two, caught the starving cat in the trap. It was then that Bonnie placed the call to C.A.R.E.S. Could we
help? We sure could!
The cat was brought to the C.A.R.E.S. vet right away, and upon initial examination, Dr Bath could see hair coming
off, exposing burnt looking skin which was probably caused by frostbite. The underside of the cat that had been in
contact with the cold concrete was terribly frostbitten.
The next major issue was the two front paws. They were turned under and the cat could not properly walk on
them.
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BONNIE’S STORY continued

Surgery would be needed to correct the problem and it would take several weeks for the healing process. The cat
was sexed and found to be an unspayed female. She was named Bonnie in honour of one of her rescuers.
The vet needed to perform a tendonectomy and Bonnie would need to be in casts for a
few weeks. But first, she just needed a little time to settle, recuperate from the
frostbite and regain her strength. When she came in, Bonnie weighed a mere 5.9
pounds, which was just over half of what she should weigh.
Bonnie spent two months at the vet. The frostbite healed, beautiful black fur started to
grow back over the bald patches and she began to put on weight. The surgery was a
tremendous success and Bonnie was able to walk on all fours again. Throughout her
whole ordeal, Bonnie amazingly remained in good spirits. She was always glad to
receive visitors and would bump and rub your hands and “talk” to you when you
stopped by her cage to say “hi”.
Finally, Dr. Bath was able to spay her and 63 days after her arrival, Bonnie was taken
back to the C.A.R.E.S. shelter. Bonnie was put in the same run that a shy stray boy
named Theo was in. We hoped it would be a good match. Well, any worry about that
was dispelled quickly for only a couple of hours after Bonnie was placed in with Theo,
she was found cuddling in bed with him! This is one very special girl who amazingly
survived a terrible ordeal.
Happily, Bonnie’s story has a wonderful ending. Within a week of being taken up to
our adoption centre in the Langley PetSmart store, Bonnie was spotted by Pam
Stronski and her daughter, Ashley. They were touched by her story and spent an hour
visiting with her. An application was filled in and Bonnie was in her new home the
next day. Thank you, Stronski family, for giving this deserving girl a second chance for
love!
Submitted by,
Lauralee Porter
Adoption Coordinator
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A BALD CAT NAMED FLUFFY
Many times the stories we tell are about cats which have been brought in to C.A.R.E.S. as strays. Often these cats
come in after being rescued when people see they have been injured and are in need of medical help. There is
usually a lot to tell about with recovery processes and there are always pictures which accompany the stories to
show the “before” and “after” look of each cat with the help they received through C.A.R.E.S.
But the stray cat stories are not the only ones to tell about. In 2014, C.A.R.E.S. took in 416 cats and kittens. Of this
total, 189 of these were cats which were surrendered by their owners for a variety of reasons. This story is about a
surrendered boy, a bald cat named Fluffy.
One day C.A.R.E.S. received a call from a Langley resident needing to surrender a cat. She had just brought the cat
over the border from Washington. The cat had belonged to her daughter who was no longer able to keep him. We
were told the daughter was expecting a new baby, plus had two cats and one dog in the home already and that it
was just too much for her to deal with. Since Fluffy was last in, and supposedly not doing so well with the other
animals, he needed to go.
The woman described Fluffy as a sweet boy, and said he was a Ragdoll. Then she
emailed a picture of a little baldish cat which was curled up in a bed. I could not see his
face, but this certainly was no Ragdoll! Fluffy was a Sphynx. I then asked her if Fluffy had
any health issues. The lady said no, she but had to wipe his eye often as it wept, but it
was “no big deal”. She said that he would squint a little too. This seemed a bit odd to
me. Sphynx breeds don’t usually have any regular eye issues like Persian cats for
example. I pressed on with my questioning and suggested that perhaps he may have a
condition called entropion, whereby a portion of the eyelid is inverted or folded in to
the eyeball. When this happens, the eyelashes scrape on the eyeball and it gets very
irritated and infected. In severe cases, decreased or loss of vision can happen.
When I suggested this, the woman then started to say that her daughter’s vet may have said something about it. She
then said that the vet did quote a price for corrective surgery, which her daughter could not afford. I began to see
the real reason why Fluffy was losing his home. This boy obviously needed some help and I agreed to take him in.
When Fluffy was dropped off at Willowbrook Animal Hospital, it was immediately apparent that he had entropion.
His left eye was completely shut and pus was oozing from the side of it. It looked quite bad and the hope was that he
would not lose the eye. His right eye was open halfway. It too was affected and he was losing his ability to keep it
open due to the irritation and building infection. Corrective surgery would be needed right away.
The surgery involved turning the eyelids outward enough so that the lashes would no longer
rub on the corneas. Stitches would hold everything in place until healed. Antibiotic cream
would be applied into the eyes. It was wait-and-see to know if the surgery was a success.
Fluffy went to a foster home after the surgery and would be brought back to the vet when it
was time for the stitches to come out. I came by the office the day Fluffy got his stitches out
as I was eager to see the result. Fluffy was just waking up when I arrived at the vet. I looked
into his cage and was thrilled when my eyes met with two beautiful blue eyes which were
looking back at me. The surgery was a complete success! I opened the door of the cage and
Fluffy immediately got up and gave me bumps and rubs. He then rolled around in complete
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A BALD CAT NAMED FLUFFY continued
delight as if he were celebrating and saying, “I can see! I can see!” Fluffy was brought back to the shelter to
complete his recovery and to be monitored for any blood in his urine. One the staff had noted that there were traces
of blood in his urine. Tests were run, but showed nothing unusual. Dr. Bath felt it could be stress related.
While at the shelter, Fluffy was a huge hit with the volunteers. He loved any attention that anyone would bestow
upon him and had quite a following of admirers and prospective adopters. Who
couldn’t love this adorable fellow!
One day, volunteer Shay Edlund brought her sister Melody and husband John to see
Fluffy. It was love at first site. Melody had always wanted a Sphynx cat and now here
was her dream coming true! Her main hope was that he would get along with their pet
dog. Fluffy went home that very day with his new mom and dad and any concerns
Melody had about Fluffy with the dog were quickly dispelled. The two pets became
instant friends!
Many thanks, Melody and John, for giving this deserving boy a second chance for love.
Submitted by,
Lauralee Porter, Adoption Coordinator

HAPPY ENDINGS
The best part about the work we do is when we hear back from people who have adopted our cats. We just love to
hear all about the “happy endings” and see the fruit of the labour and love that have gone into helping the animals.
These stories are encouraging to us as they are constant reminders of why we do what we do. Here are just a few:
JACK:
Dear C.A.R.E.S.:
Well, one day in and Jack is doing great! We got home and Jack sniffed out every inch of his new place. He found and
used his litter box right away. He is eating and drinking and seems very happy to be here. We played with a string
and all his new toys. Then he fell asleep on my lap for the evening while I watched TV. He loves sitting in the sun in
the window and watching the birds! I have attached a few pictures of a very happy and relaxed Jack. Thanks and bye
for now, from Jack and Drew
NOTE: Jack waited 3 years at the shelter for his forever home. He was surrendered by his owners due to a family
member’s allergies. He didn’t always get to show his best side when he was on display for adoption in PetSmart due
to his distaste for the canine customers that would come up to the window to peek in. Happily, Jack was spotted online by Drew Finch who came and met Jack at our shelter. The two of them hit it off and now the gents are happy in
their bachelor pad together. Thank you Drew for giving Jack a forever home!
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HAPPY ENDINGS continued
BELLA:
Dear C.A.R.E.S.
Bella is adjusting wonderfully and she is now part of our family and we love
her so much and she loves us! She is an awesome cat and just needed a
chance and a home. She just loves my husband and he her. The two of
them are so cute when they snuggle on the couch and watch TV together.
Keep up the good work you do, especially with these older cats! Kind
regards, Roxanne and Peter Wagner.
NOTE: Bella lost her home and family when she became stressed living
with the young toddler in the house. She was with C.A.R.E.S. for the better
part of a year when her big chance for a new home came. A kind couple
from Langley wanted to give an adult cat an opportunity to live with them.
Bella was chosen and the picture says the rest! Thank you, Wagner family,
for giving Bella that chance.

BONNIE:
Dear C.A.R.E.S
Well, Bonnie came home and completely settled in. We introduced her to our dogs and she was completely non
reactive. She is such a cuddle bug! She has not stopped purring and going from person to person giving head butts
for kisses. We love her and she will be well loved and cared for here. She is very special and we believe all of these
kisses we are getting from her are her way of giving us a HUGE thanks. She went through such a hard ordeal and she
stole our hearts. Thanks, Pam.
NOTE: Bonne’s complete story is described in another article in this report. Thank you, Pam Stronski and family, for
giving this deserving gal a wonderful home!
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